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CORONAVIRUS — POLICE OPERATIONAL RESPONSE 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.10 pm]: Firstly, I want to thank our police officers 
and police staff for their outstanding commitment and service to our community in these challenging and, indeed, 
unprecedented times, as we combat the COVID-19 pandemic. Without hesitation, they have stepped forward to 
protect us, support us and provide us with reassurance. 
Through Operation Tide, the Western Australia Police Force is leading and supporting the implementation of 
numerous directions and measures instigated by the McGowan government that are aimed at keeping us safe and 
healthy, and flattening the COVID-19 curve. With the declaration of the state of emergency in Western Australia, 
Commissioner of Police, Mr Chris Dawson, also now serves as the State Emergency Coordinator, or SEC. 
Consequently, our police are being deployed both in roles in which they are well experienced and trained, and in 
new capacities. Operation Tide’s major incident team is operating out of Optus Stadium and will command and 
coordinate the response and implementation of the SEC’s directions. Other key policing units have been established 
and are operating out of Joondalup and Maylands. 
Police are staffing intrastate static and mobile border checkpoints 24/7 to enforce the requirement that people entering 
WA from other states, irrespective of the mode of travel, self-isolate for 14 days. Significant enforcement effort is 
being deployed to ensure compliance with social distancing and self-isolation requirements, with four people already 
charged with breach offences. The demands of managing cruise ship arrivals and departures has also been significant. 
Police have also been innovative in their response. The rollout of more than 2 000 mobile phones funded by the 
McGowan government in last year’s budget has been expedited. This will mean that every sworn officer will be issued 
with a device to enable them to have access to key information and purpose-built police mobile apps. Our police air 
wing will be deploying drones that are capable of broadcasting public service announcements to large groups of people 
who are not adhering to mass gathering or social distancing rules, and recording evidence of such breaches to be actioned. 
The McGowan government recognises the significant efforts of our police, and to support them, the testing regime 
for COVID-19 will be expanded to include police officers on a similar basis to health workers. Unfortunately, 
a minority in our community see fit to threaten our police or assault them, and when doing so inform officers that 
they are infected with the virus. Neither the government nor the community will tolerate such behaviour. To send 
a strong message to those who may consider engaging in such conduct, I will introduce legislation later today. 
I know that members will also be pleased to know that there has been a small decrease in reported crime in March. 
Police are, however, closely monitoring reports of family and domestic violence and mental health incidents. 
Thank you again to our police officers and police staff on the front line. We can get through this by working together. 
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